
]TPs FOR 5ELECTTNG AND U5IN6
LTTERATURE WITH CHTLDREN

Families often osk educotors for helpful hints to ossist with book selections ond the
development of reading skitts. Mony are looking for a guick rnethod to determine q book,s
opproprioieness for their chilci's inoepenoent reading ievel. comprehension checks ond
ways to enhonce orol reqding are olso key qreos if int"rut. Moy you find these
suggestions useful os you discover the wonderful world of books with your fomilyl

' Select books that oppeol to your child's interest level.
' Use the five-finger test to help your child select books oppropriot e for his/her

reading level. Encourcge your child to choose o book thot looks interesfing, open it toanY page ond reod. Eqch time your child comes to an unknown word, afinger is roised.
Five unknown words on q Page indicote thot the book is probobly too difficult forindependent reoding' Sove the book to use of o loter time or include it os o reod oloud
selection.

' Reqd books oloud to your child on o regulqr bosis. Don't overlook chopter booksl
Primory grade children enjoy them qs much os intermedio te gradechildren.

' rncorporote Progress chorts to record the number oi books your child reads.
Estqblish o gool. Off er o reward os on incentive!

' Provide opportunities for shored reoding. rn o shqred reoding, you toke furns reoding
oloud with your child.

' rnvite your child to reod q fovorite book to ayounger sibling or friend.o Use repeoted readings with your son or doughter. Allow your child to proctice thestory os mony times os needed for the development of fluenry with orol reoding.' Record your child reoding q fovorite selection. Mqil the tape to o distont relotive or
friend' The recorded story could olso become a wonderful addition to a childhood
mernory box.

e use echo reoding. Reod o shorf possoge from a favorite selection and osk your child toreread it matching your fluency, occurocy cnd expression.
' Reod porogrophs alternotely with your child. provide guide questions for theporogrophs reod oloud. Allow your child to osk guestions olso.
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r--telp ycui '  cni ia surnmarize s story using fhese f ive guestions:

Who or whot is the story obout?
When or where does the story take ploce?
Whot happens first?
Whqt hoppens ne-xt?
How does the story end?

Invite your child to drow o picture illustroting q fovorite scene or chqrocter from o
story. Encourage your child to write o descriptiveparagraph obout it. Ask your child
to reod it to you.
Encouroge your child to createon odvertisement for o fqvorite book.
rnvite your child to recomrnend three fovorite books for you to enjoy!
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